
Case Study

Construct Interiors
Delivering a modern laboratory 
fit-out, to a very tight deadline



Construct Interiors | A modern laboratory fit-out, delivered to a very tight deadline

Case Study

Introduction

Construct Interiors is a well-established 
New Zealand company specialising in 
commercial fit-out and refurbishment 
projects. They have offices in Auckland 
and Wellington, and will soon open in 
Christchurch. Construct’s clients include 
the New Zealand branches of several 
global corporations and around 40% of 
their work is in the healthcare sector.

In late-2012 Construct was engaged by Nestle New Zealand, 

to refurbish their existing South Auckland laboratory facility. 

Construct approached TPE to do the manufacture and installation 

of laboratory benching, storage and a fume cupboard.
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The Brief 

The brief for TPE was for an efficient 
modern facility that dealt with a 
range of laboratory processes, 
chemical resistant bench-tops, 
under-bench storage, and a fully 
compliant (ASNZS2243.8) fume 
cupboard. All work was expected 
to comply with the current 
New Zealand laboratory standards. 

What added appeal to the challenge for the TPE team was 

the urgency. Nestle was releasing funds in line with its 

2012 financial calendar, which meant the project had to be 

fully completed by 31 December 2012. From start to finish, 

Construct only had about eight weeks. We had to align to 

that timeframe, being out of the laboratory by Christmas. 
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Our solution took advantage of our modular Labzone® benching 

system, ensuring the materials we selected were readily available 

either in stock or arriving within the required time frame. The fume 

cupboard was a CAV (Constant Air Volume) that meant some of the 

support HVAC (Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning) system 

would not be a barrier to completion. 

The key to the success of Labzone® is to keep to the intent of the 

modular options, rather than trying to create a wholly customised 

solution. Things worked really well on this project and Labzone® 

was a key reason we were able to deliver so quickly.

The Solution

Seamless start to finish

“In a short timeframe, they finalised the detailing, got it into manufacturing, and installed it on time.” 
– Dedan Percy

“TPE worked closely with the consultants and Construct to refine the 

vision,” says Dedan Percy, Construct Interiors’ Director. “They really 

excelled in taking the consultants’ design documentation and adding in 

the design detail to take it to a production stage. In a short timeframe, they 

finalised the detailing, got it into manufacturing, and installed it on time.”

Construct had to lock in its prices before work began, which made budget 

forecasting vital. “TPE gave us an accurate budget beforehand and they 

only slightly exceeded it. Their cost accuracy is very commendable,” 

Dedan comments.
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At a glance
Project team: 
• Project Manager – CBRE Project Management

• Lead Designer – Khaya Interior Design

• Services Engineer – Telco Asset Management

• Lead Contractor – Construct Interiors

• Thermoplastic Engineering Ltd (TPE)

Product specifications: 
•  Fume Cupboard: One x Advanced Air® Model Labrocare®  

1800mm CAV – reused existing fan and ducting. 

• Labzone® Benching: Wall & Island Bench Tops Chemsurf Chemical 
Resistant Compact Laminate, Proprietary Metal Under Bench 
Frames with Meltecca Joinery Cabinets to Suit. Tapware, Safety 
Shower and Eye Wash, Pass Through Box, and Drip Drying Racks.

For full specifications of TPE fume cupboards and laboratory 

benchware, please visit www.thermoplastic.co.nz



Construct Interiors | A modern laboratory fit-out, delivered to a very tight deadline

Case Study

“We know TPE well. They perform 
really well. They work in well with the 
project partners and they are able 
to speak to the client in layman’s 
language. They delivered a practical 
solution quickly, enabling us to work 
through the Christmas shutdown.”

The Client’s 
Perspective

Dedan Percy 

Director 

Construct Interiors
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About us

TPE (Thermoplastic Engineering Ltd) 
specialise in the design and manufacture 
of innovative laboratory equipment. Our 
product range includes fume cupboards, 
ductless fume cabinets, extraction fans, 
forensic/DNA cabinets, fume scrubbing 
systems, and laboratory benching 
systems. We have been in business for 
over 20 years. 

We are passionate about design innovation, seeking solutions 

that deliver sustainable performance and reliability. We 

benchmark our products against the best in the world, and 

are very competitive on design, product quality (ISO 9001 

accredited), and safety. 

We have offices and manufacturing facilities in Australia (Victoria) 

and in New Zealand (Auckland and Wellington). We also have 

distributors in Malaysia, India, Singapore and Perth.

sales@thermoplastic.co.nz  www.thermoplastic.co.nz 
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Aircare Extraction Systems Limited 

26 Graham Road,

Clayton South, VIC 3169

Phone +61 3 9548 5999

Fax +61 3 9548 0399

Email sales@aircare.net.au

www.aircare.net.au

Australian Air Science Pty Limited 

12 Atherton Street,

Woolloongabbam, QLD 4102

Phone +61 7 3433 4111

Fax +61 7 3433 4112

Mobile +61 409 3332 461

Email sales@airscience.com.au

www.airscience.com.au

MARC Technologies

11 Efficiency Way,

Bibra Lake, WA 6163

Phone +61 8 9437 7400

Fax +61 8 9437 7401

Email info@marctech.com.au

www.marctech.com.au

Our distributors

Australia
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Our distributors

Asia

Emec Scientific Sdn Bhd

32-3, Jalan Sri Hartamas 8,

50480 Kuala Lumpur

Phone +60 3 6203 5438

Fax +60 3 6203 3856

Email sales@emec.com.my

www.emec.com.my   

TRAQuE Pte. Ltd 

51 Bukit Batok Crescent,

#08-25 Unity Centre

658077 Singapore

Phone +65 6316 3885

Fax +65 6316 3885

Mobile +65 9735 1384

Email simon.white@traqueasia.com

www.traqueasia.com 


